FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cedar Rapids, IA, Recognized as a Top 100 Best Place to Live in 2026 by Livability.com

Livability.com's 2026 Best Places List Prioritizes Affordability and Customization to Help Residents Find
Their "Everything" City

Congratulations! Livability.com has unveiled its highly anticipated 2026
Top 100 Best Places to Live list, and Cedar Rapids has earned a spot

among the nation’s most vibrant and livable small to mid-sized cities.

Now in its 13th year, Livability's annual ranking is unique in its focus on
cities with populations between 75,000 and 500,000 — the "sweet spot"
size that offers big opportunities while remaining small enough to feel

like home. In a time of shifting economic tides, Cedar Rapids' inclusion

underscores its commitment to maintaining a community where
residents can truly thrive.

"Our 'Top 100' is an annual data-driven collection of what we consider to be the best small to mid-size
cities," says Amanda Ellis, Livability.com Editor-in-Chief. "As Americans face consistently evolving work
dynamics and a desire for the best quality of life possible amidst inflation and uncertainty, our list
celebrates places where people can more realistically build families, launch businesses and lead
meaningful lives."

Why Cedar Rapids, IA, Stands Out

To build this list, Livability partnered with the data experts at Applied Geographic Solutions (AGS) to
analyze nearly 100 data points across eight essential categories:

e Economy & Housing: We prioritize affordability by comparing average rents and home prices to
local incomes.

¢ Amenities & Environment: We measure the “fun factor” alongside air quality and green space.

e Safety, Health & Education: We evaluate the vital infrastructure that keeps your family safe and
supported.

e Transportation: We look for places where you spend less time in traffic and more time living.
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Because Americans face a higher cost of living than ever before, this year's proprietary algorithm gave
extra weight to the Housing and Cost of Living category. To ensure the 2026 list remains attainable and
affordable, Livability only includes cities with a median home value under $500,000.

Cedar Rapids stands out for its exceptional performance in the transportation, education and housing
& cost of living categories, proving it is a place where people can actually afford to live, work and play.

Community Toolkit: Celebrate the News

This recognition is a testament to the hard work of your city's leaders, residents and businesses. Here
are a couple of ways to celebrate the good news:

e Check Out Your Profile: View Cedar Rapids' full data profile and what makes it a great place to
live: https://livability.com/ia/cedar-rapids/?top-100=2026

e Download Your Assets: Access the Top 100 badge, example social media copy and more in our
community toolkit: https://livability.com/top-100-toolkit/.

e Join the Conversation: Share the news using the hashtag #livbestplaces26.

For additional inquiries, please contact:
Amanda Ellis

aellis@livability.com

H#Hit#
About Livability.com:

Livability.com highlights the best small to mid-sized cities and what makes them great places to live,
work and visit. Through exclusive research and original content, we examine affordability, cultural
amenities, talent attraction and more, celebrating the accomplishments of cities through various
rankings, our annual Top 100 Best Places to Live and articles exploring the who, what, why and how
behind the “where.” Livability is a division of Journal Communications, Inc., based in Franklin, TN.



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC0lmeI9bfiYU00nJLeKZPotXZXoOtId4MC6nsBVHNqb5W15S5cbBBJehfHEzI6omGA-3D-3Dkc2S_JpB0oxb0e-2BcFOsCreAtWFIh8vVWSyBLqDQwKKomOkG6VFmrgBOyUBeP0TU9N6XfjCySEDeyPqlvM82cJRrE5ncwsvGcHQogPuNY8GtUCcSfVUYeHxR3uKfBEajt65FMbkz5KHO-2Fd7FRR8xXygKpGfYFIbg66hC3pKh-2BtX3tN5wa-2FHeVPytCIiMvkMLdkVJ2kn1UurW1edl9lygK3Nu38IfrpexhC1vV6qgq7U7M0hKhbGVL35AXtWKzAM39poucRhf9AJ-2F4kVmlby3Ib4-2BZ-2FpLC5PvBEI2V-2Be1MdeFiyYrEy2QScMJw79pygE9XgSCn2yXeOth3apNlQRvqIXTNzAQ-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctphelan%40cedarrapids.org%7C630cb6cac0a04b4455a008de940fb0dc%7C592ba20e0f7f4af3a6cd3ec9a329f27c%7C0%7C0%7C639110993594035229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=maSrk2EiTf3BSoZnYQjPfWqNWKiuwgryMxpEh%2B2rERU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC-2Bh4pStk6Fd6Vr7VHyOjxUQ1rMx3yPr-2B2pZK3O5V3VhC1KWw_JpB0oxb0e-2BcFOsCreAtWFIh8vVWSyBLqDQwKKomOkG6VFmrgBOyUBeP0TU9N6XfjCySEDeyPqlvM82cJRrE5ncwsvGcHQogPuNY8GtUCcSfVUYeHxR3uKfBEajt65FMbkz5KHO-2Fd7FRR8xXygKpGfYFIbg66hC3pKh-2BtX3tN5wa-2FHeVPytCIiMvkMLdkVJ2kn1UurW1edl9lygK3Nu38IRWcY40PTOpIF4xKLx-2F7kNaQ1yv8xpOSF-2BOiVXxBYaT4vmRupAPo3w9GWaVPM9R3N7PJKgx9a4VEy9k4XDqNS6GAZuP-2FY90InSFMbD-2BZ4CEsrkf2wqUWEK886qyJUOmonA-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctphelan%40cedarrapids.org%7C630cb6cac0a04b4455a008de940fb0dc%7C592ba20e0f7f4af3a6cd3ec9a329f27c%7C0%7C0%7C639110993594055775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=goQ7Xm%2FZ%2B2HSEJmPawDVMYrPCQU9F9E4AFC9Jjh5jGs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:aellis@livability.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rCw9R96JPs-2B7rAQSEAfJt37U-3Dj74e_JpB0oxb0e-2BcFOsCreAtWFIh8vVWSyBLqDQwKKomOkG6VFmrgBOyUBeP0TU9N6XfjCySEDeyPqlvM82cJRrE5ncwsvGcHQogPuNY8GtUCcSfVUYeHxR3uKfBEajt65FMbkz5KHO-2Fd7FRR8xXygKpGfYFIbg66hC3pKh-2BtX3tN5wa-2FHeVPytCIiMvkMLdkVJ2kn1UurW1edl9lygK3Nu38IcgCrX1zoHQFQgKyCcSA7JrVEvhpfSj-2BGUj6L4ivmUlG18uP0Xhe15dMVp8Wm41kh-2BNlRjsY32H9vPwSbGTr9JrIUjt63RWavitLrGI41VzYvhUpojxZNTpx7m4SATqMFA-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctphelan%40cedarrapids.org%7C630cb6cac0a04b4455a008de940fb0dc%7C592ba20e0f7f4af3a6cd3ec9a329f27c%7C0%7C0%7C639110993594074242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kx1dab62b3UoOi9lSXsu%2B3VjGgqcg6uWrJkL0iyfEc4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rCw9R96JPs-2B7rAQSEAfJt37U-3DjFIn_JpB0oxb0e-2BcFOsCreAtWFIh8vVWSyBLqDQwKKomOkG6VFmrgBOyUBeP0TU9N6XfjCySEDeyPqlvM82cJRrE5ncwsvGcHQogPuNY8GtUCcSfVUYeHxR3uKfBEajt65FMbkz5KHO-2Fd7FRR8xXygKpGfYFIbg66hC3pKh-2BtX3tN5wa-2FHeVPytCIiMvkMLdkVJ2kn1UurW1edl9lygK3Nu38IaFZZjsXfXEsQvmQHVVHxQoSzN6bHMlcE6VnuRgD7snEPRNrHu6xkJaf79bJPW2OF7Dlm8yNrDwEKQlzXAEc6veq1Dx-2Fs6a6QjqqTzkk7uZyzOkubtnxgsfdNPrWp-2F01CA-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctphelan%40cedarrapids.org%7C630cb6cac0a04b4455a008de940fb0dc%7C592ba20e0f7f4af3a6cd3ec9a329f27c%7C0%7C0%7C639110993594091933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2BYOWAhO47IuhC1uinjxogtV3CCN%2FLOuEe8g0UAfk64%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC4U9pLyKcD4kqaaXdKoyRfaHVfNIIhkmM-2BZeQY5mogBXQFI5O1USy04XThxlYPBVhPJYmP-2FJc8QCGduP-2FUO6hvB6UQEFj-2FsCD9dG1Kg-2BO9alEDu-_JpB0oxb0e-2BcFOsCreAtWFIh8vVWSyBLqDQwKKomOkG6VFmrgBOyUBeP0TU9N6XfjCySEDeyPqlvM82cJRrE5ncwsvGcHQogPuNY8GtUCcSfVUYeHxR3uKfBEajt65FMbkz5KHO-2Fd7FRR8xXygKpGfYFIbg66hC3pKh-2BtX3tN5wa-2FHeVPytCIiMvkMLdkVJ2kn1UurW1edl9lygK3Nu38IXrzWUf-2FietCdmSfIpU-2Fylma0ixtENBIHEaQRCJdzemGsnh8bv8MaZK8WL9Qd0kdGUG9zKhmxUW-2FKOLDWHk-2FAkkM6BkFxQxlT8rzDUCi1p6F9NA8qv-2BrUWSRD89si1MtOA-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctphelan%40cedarrapids.org%7C630cb6cac0a04b4455a008de940fb0dc%7C592ba20e0f7f4af3a6cd3ec9a329f27c%7C0%7C0%7C639110993594109355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vVr6QtZiVQnlPP78Bp2EnbKS5XlLPmzCvswzaH9nHk4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC4U9pLyKcD4kqaaXdKoyRfaHVfNIIhkmM-2BZeQY5mogBXQFI5O1USy04XThxlYPBVhPJYmP-2FJc8QCGduP-2FUO6hvB6UQEFj-2FsCD9dG1Kg-2BO9albtbE_JpB0oxb0e-2BcFOsCreAtWFIh8vVWSyBLqDQwKKomOkG6VFmrgBOyUBeP0TU9N6XfjCySEDeyPqlvM82cJRrE5ncwsvGcHQogPuNY8GtUCcSfVUYeHxR3uKfBEajt65FMbkz5KHO-2Fd7FRR8xXygKpGfYFIbg66hC3pKh-2BtX3tN5wa-2FHeVPytCIiMvkMLdkVJ2kn1UurW1edl9lygK3Nu38If8qJsw8qHvu0OPzleF5owgqFy02b6-2F5SCh8AEznbML8o6zYKRS3y31-2BcCW33fF8jadX4eNZCKHR59uxWBalQcFQsImjUHlAgVUm-2BpC0wOVbBzuEWK9SBTp3FYa5kWEsWg-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctphelan%40cedarrapids.org%7C630cb6cac0a04b4455a008de940fb0dc%7C592ba20e0f7f4af3a6cd3ec9a329f27c%7C0%7C0%7C639110993594127085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H%2Fl4Gp0FXlu3w%2FdZ06%2BDtf5H4bzCBiYSuU%2BdUvT2Ft0%3D&reserved=0

