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THE 
CEDAR 

RAPIDS 
REGION

BENTON • CEDAR • IOWA • JOHNSON • JONES • LINN • WASHINGTON

There are numerous things to do 
and see in the Cedar Rapids Region 
all year long!  Here are just a few 
notable highlights from each county 
for taking a day or spending just a few 
hours visiting a certain destination.

BENTON COUNTY

IOWA COUNTY
JOHNSON 
COUNTY

CEDAR COUNTY

IOWAWASHINGTON 
COUNTY

LINN COUNTY

Cedar Rapids

Iowa City

Vinton

Marengo

Washington

Tipton

Anamosa
JONES COUNTY
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Benton County
Vinton is the county seat 
and is known for its historic 
downtown. It is also well known 
for Boom-Fest, a fireworks 
festival that lights up the night 
sky with remarkable fireworks 
along with vendors and 
festivities during the day. 

Cedar County
The town of West Branch is 
the birthplace of the 31st US 
President; thus, the  Herbert 
Hoover Presidential Library and 
Museum is located here and is a 
must see.

Iowa County
Home to the Amana Colonies, 
a National Historic Landmark 
consisting of seven villages 
settled by German Pietists in 
1855, this county serves as a 
major tourist destination for 
dining, craft shops and historical 
culture. 

Johnson County
Primarily known as the home of 
the Iowa Hawkeyes!  Iowa City 
boasts the University of Iowa, as 
well as the University of Iowa 
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Hospitals and Clinics (UIHC), 
a public teaching hospital with 
811 beds. Coralville and North 
Liberty are also in the area.

Jones County
The Great Jones County Fair 
is held annually in Monticello 
and known for big-name 
national musical acts. Built 
in 1872, the Anamosa State 
Penitentiary also resides in the 
county and is the site of Iowa’s 
largest correctional facility. 
Visitors are welcome at the 
museum detailing it’s history. 
Wapsipinicon State Park is 
near Anamosa offering fishing, 
hiking, camping.  It features 
the unique Ice Cave and Horse 
Thief Cave.

Linn County
The second largest city in the 
state and ranked 33rd out of 
100 Best Places to Live, Cedar 
Rapids, is the major economic 
hub in Eastern Iowa.  Home 
of the Eastern Iowa Airport 
and leading in population 
and industry, Cedar Rapids 
drives the region. The Alliant 
Energy Powerhouse offers 

County Population Med Age Med Income BA Degree
Benton 25,724 43 $45,391 17%

Cedar 18,231 44 $43,911 28%

Iowa 16,423 42 $42,945 24%

Johnson 161,225 31.5 $74,575 55%

Jones 21,100 49 $73,531 22%

Linn 231,762 39 $42,372 34%

Washington 22,732 41 $75,600 26%

TOTAL 497,197 41 $56,904 29%
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national touring live events and 
tradeshows. 

Washington County
The State Theatre, located 
in the city of Washington, is 
recognized by Guinness World 
Records as the world’s oldest 
continually operating movie 
theatre, showing movies since 
1897. The Kalona area is home 
to one of the largest Old Order 
Amish communities west of 
Ohio, featuring unique shops, 
dairy products, and tourism. 

OUR REGION
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Rated as One of the Top 
100 Best Places to Live: 
Cedar Rapids is ranked 2nd 
In America for Economic  
Opportunity!
(Source: Just The News - June 2026)

Local Economic Profile  
(2024 census data)
Median Age in Cedar Rapids. . . . . . . .37
Average Household Income. . . . . . . . .$93,772
Median Household Income . . . . . . . . .$70,424
Average Income per capita . . . . . . . . .$41,256 
Owner-occupied housing unit rate. . .68.5% 
Median value of owner-occupied  
housing units. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$187,100
Median gross rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$967
Mean travel time to work (age 16+) . .18 minutes

Local Population Per City/
Suburb/Linn County
Cedar Rapids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137,927
Marion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,026
Hiawatha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,430
Mt. Vernon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,502
Robins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,360
Fairfax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,900
Center Point . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,580
Lisbon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,238
Palo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,627
Springville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,154
Central City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,254
Coggon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 701
Walker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 688
Alburnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 674
Bertram/Prairieburg/Troy Mills . . 673
Unincorporated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,584
Total County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 230,702

Cedar Rapids Metropolitan  
Statistical Area = 279,000

Cedar Rapids Profile  
(2025 census data)
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76.2%  
Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.3%
American Indian . . . . . . . . 0.3%
Asian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.6%
Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.2%
Pacific Islander . . . . . . . . . 0.5%
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.8%
Mixed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.3%

8 Forward CR Magazine  -  Spring/Summer 2026



OUR REGION

©2026 ADM

Rooted in our 
Community

Eastern Iowa Airport (CID)
More than 1.6 million people per year choose to Fly CID for 
business and leisure travel. With five airlines, 17 nonstop 
flights, and more than 400 one-stop destinations, CID can get 
you where you need to go.

Photo Credit: Eastern Iowa Airport
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COUNTRY INDUSTRY

Milano, Italy Adv. Manufacturing and Engineering

The Hauge, Netherlands Financial

Hard, Austria Adv. Manufacturing

London, United Kingdom Aerospace

Zory, Poland Food Manufacturing

Tokyo, Japan Adv. Manufacturing

Berkshire, United Kingdom Digital Marketing

Holzmuhle, Germany Chemical Manufacturing

Lille, France Food Manufacturing

Aurora, Ontario, Canada Adv. Manufacturing

Hamburg, Germany Energy

London, United Kingdom Education Services

Seoul, Korea Adv. Manufacturing

Halfing, Germany Adv. Manufacturing

Aalen, Germany Adv. Manufacturing

Paris, France Adv. Manufacturing and Engineering

Ontario, Canada Adv. Manufacturing

Tel Aviv-Yafo, Israel Web Design

Cairo, Egypt Construction

Cedar Rapids Region           11



12 Forward CR Magazine  -  Spring/Summer 2026



Cedar Rapids Region           13



14 Forward CR Magazine  -  Spring/Summer 2026



Cedar Rapids Region           15



16 Forward CR Magazine  -  Spring/Summer 2026



Cedar Rapids Region           17



18 Forward CR Magazine  -  Spring/Summer 2026



Cedar Rapids Region           19



20 Forward CR Magazine  -  Spring/Summer 2026



Cedar Rapids Region           21



22 Forward CR Magazine  -  Spring/Summer 2026



Cedar Rapids Region           23



For 160 years, General Mills has been a cornerstone of American
pantries, with our brands in over 90% of households across the

country. As America celebrates its 250th birthday, we’re
incredibly proud to help families add joy to the table,

celebrating the moments, big and small, that matter most.
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Owning a small business can be incredibly 
rewarding. It is also hard work. Turning an 
idea into business success takes planning, 
persistence, and a willingness to make tough 
decisions along the way. The SBDC helps 
entrepreneurs move forward with clarity, 
con�dence, and a solid plan.

For those just starting out, SBDC 
counselors help evaluate business ideas 
and understand what it takes to get started. 
Entrepreneurs have questions about 
feasibility, �nancial projections, and �nancing 
options. The SBDC works with clients to 
prepare the strongest possible foundation 
for launching a business or purchasing an 
existing business or franchise.

For established business owners, growth 
brings both opportunity and complexity. Cash 
�ow, pro�tability, and operational decisions 
become increasingly important as a company 
expands. SBDC counselors help owners 
set goals, analyze �nancial statements, 
re�ne marketing strategies, and explore 
opportunities to strengthen and grow their 
business.

At some point, every owner must also 
think about the future. Whether planning a 
generational transfer or a partial or full sale, 
early preparation helps ensure a smoother 
business transition. The SBDC helps owners 
understand valuation concepts, organize 
�nancial information buyers expect, and 
prepare for transition.

SBDC counseling is con�dential, 
personalized, and offered at no cost, allowing 
entrepreneurs to explore ideas openly and 
receive practical guidance tailored to their 
goals.

Learn how the Small Business Development Center (SBDC)
can Help Your Small Business to Start, Grow, and Transition

Iowa’s 15 SBDCs collectively serve all 
99 counties. The SBDC at Kirkwood 
Community College serves Benton,  
Linn, and Jones counties.

To get started with the SBDC, click “Request Counseling” at our website: IowaSBDC.org

UNLOCKING POSSIBILITY

PAID ADVERTISING

Proud to be Your Community Partner
Since 1898, International Paper has made products people depend on every day. At IP, we’re 
meeting today’s needs for renewable, fiber-based packaging while sharpening our focus on 
tomorrow. We’re International Paper, and we’re creating what’s next.

© 2026 International Paper Company. All rights reserved. The International Paper logo is a trademark of International Paper Company.
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2.4 Billion 
Bushels of 

Corn
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Goose
Lake

Ottumwa

Grinnell

Vinton

Fairfield

Newton
Tipton

Traer
Bellevue

Keota

Tama

Muscatine

Clinton

Joy

De Witt
Solon

Dysart

Hedrick Wapello

Olin

Letts

Monticello

Jesup

Marengo

Toledo

Wilton

Sigourney

Dike

Ollie

Williamsburg

Ely

Ryan

Clutier

Oelwein

Winfield

Iowa City

Marshalltown

Oskaloosa

Maquoketa

Milan

Mount Pleasant

Oxford

Bernard

Washington

Anamosa

Manchester

Burlington

Brighton

Batavia

Walker

New Sharon

Kalona

Victor

Cedar
Falls

Cascade

Marion

Waterloo

Chelsea

Brooklyn

Wellman

Independence

Kellogg

Reinbeck

Delhi
Winthrop

Delmar

Eddyville

Montezuma

Gilman

Coggon

Palo

Fairbank

Riverside

West
Point

La Porte City

Conrad

Guttenberg

Sabula

Malcom

Central City

Hudson

Gladbrook

Hopkinton

Arlington

Miles

New Boston

Illinois City

Wever

Sherrill

Zwingle

Earlville

Walcott

Oakville

Delta

Farley

DanvilleSalem

Deep River

Lisbon

Aurora

Rowley

West Liberty

Ainsworth

Preston

Peosta

Columbus
Junction

The Amanas

Wyoming

Richland

Grundy
Center

Dubuque

Clarence

Nichols

Dyersville

Mediapolis

La Motte

Sperry

Wayland

West Branch

Lone Tree
Parnell

Center Point

Garwin

Strawberry Point
Edgewood

Ladora

Epworth

Charlotte

Morning Sun

Garrison

New London

Fort
Madison

Lowden

Lamont Holy Cross

Fairfax

Bennett

Atalissa

Keystone

Hazleton

Rose Hill

Colesburg

North English

Mechanicsville

Wheatland

Baldwin

EldridgeDixon

Lost Nation

Masonville

Van Horne

Belle Plaine

Dunkerton

Norway

Harper

Calamus

Springville

Garber

Keswick

Atkins
Elberon

Reynolds

Lockridge

Webster

Mount
Vernon

Swisher

Holland

New Vienna

Fremont

Greeley

Beaman

Brandon

Durango

South English

Shellsburg

Cedar Rapids

Onslow

Cordova

Searsboro

What Cheer

Dundee

BryantMontour
Watkins

Taylor
Ridge

Packwood

Long Grove

Princeton

Grand Mound

Newhall

Camanche

Blairstown

Martelle

Tiffin

Worthington

Cedar

Mount Union

Conesville

Davenport

Port Byron

Blue Grass

Oxford Junction

Durant

Janesville

Moline

Middletown

Crawfordsville

Le Claire
Donahue

Stockton

North Liberty

Alburnett

Moscow

Stanwood

Bettendorf

Monmouth

Libertyville

New Liberty

Spragueville

Homestead

Barnes City

Keithsburg

Mount Auburn

East Moline

Yarmouth

Guernsey

Hartwick

Agency

Buckingham

Rock
Island

Gibson

Toddville

West
Chester

Evansdale

Hills

Urbana

Hiawatha

Fruitland

Quasqueton

Vining

Kirkville
Olds

Denmark

Gilbertville

Ferguson

Chillicothe

Oran

ICR IOWA

864,134 

684,905 

REGIONAL LABORSHED AREA 
A STUDY IN LABOR AVAILABILITY AND WORKFORCE CHARACTERISTICS 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
WORKFORCE.IOWA.GOV/LABORSHED 

AREA SHOWN 

RELEASED  
2024

TOTAL ESTIMATED 
LABOR FORCE 
AGES 18-64  

ESTIMATED POPULATION 
AGES 18-64 
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LOTS FOR SALELOTS FOR SALE
Residential, Multi-Family, & Commercial 

Scan the QR 
to learn more

319-846-5540 | ialots.com

Cedar Rapids Region           39



40 Forward CR Magazine  -  Spring/Summer 2026



INTERIOR DESIGN

Thoughtfully
planned.
Beautifully
curated.
Residential & Commercial
Full-Service Interior Design

CONNECT

hello@melaniebydesign.com
319-320-6971
melaniebydesign.com
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From preschool to graduation, the Cedar Rapids Community
School District offers an unmatched variety of educational
choices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtual
learning, STEM, and hands-on learning. We combine academic
excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,
and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.

Advanced Academics: Rigorous coursework featuring 34
Advanced Placement (AP) courses, the most in the area,
plus free college-credit options through Kirkwood
Community College.

Tour our schools, meet our educators, 
& see the CRCSD difference firsthand.

(319) 558-2570

registration@crschools.us

crschools.us

From preschool to graduation, the Cedar Rapids CommunityFrom preschool to graduation, the Cedar Rapids CommunityFrom preschool to graduation, the Cedar Rapids CommunityFrom preschool to graduation, the Cedar Rapids CommunityFrom preschool to graduation, the Cedar Rapids CommunityFrom preschool to graduation, the Cedar Rapids CommunityFrom preschool to graduation, the Cedar Rapids Community
School District offers an unmatched variety of educationalSchool District offers an unmatched variety of educationalSchool District offers an unmatched variety of educationalSchool District offers an unmatched variety of educationalSchool District offers an unmatched variety of educationalSchool District offers an unmatched variety of educational
choices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtualchoices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtualchoices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtualchoices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtualchoices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtualchoices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtualchoices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtualchoices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtualchoices, including traditional classrooms, magnet schools, virtual
learning, STEM, and hands-on learning. We combine academiclearning, STEM, and hands-on learning. We combine academiclearning, STEM, and hands-on learning. We combine academiclearning, STEM, and hands-on learning. We combine academiclearning, STEM, and hands-on learning. We combine academiclearning, STEM, and hands-on learning. We combine academiclearning, STEM, and hands-on learning. We combine academic
excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,excellence with endless extracurricular and athletic opportunities,
and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.and a supportive community to ensure every student succeeds.

Advanced Academics:
Advanced Placement (AP) courses, the most in the area,

More Opportunities. Brighter Futures.

Award-Winning Fine Arts & Athletics: Whether it’s on
the stage or on the field, our elite programs provide an
opportunity for students to shine in local, state, and
national competitions. 

Workforce Development: Community-connected
learning through tours, job shadows, and internships with
local business partners.

A Strong Start: Full and half-day play-based preschool
classes that build a strong foundation for success.
(before & after school care available)

THE HOME OFTHE HOME OFTHE HOME OFTHE HOME OFTHE HOME OFTHE HOME OFTHE HOME OF
OpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunity



Picture your

studentPicture your

studentPicture your

herehere
Picture your

student
here here herehere here

Picture your 
student in a school
district defined by
excellence,
opportunity, and
growth – in the
classroom and
beyond.

INSPIRE LEARNING.
UNLOCK POTENTIAL.
EMPOWER ACHIEVEMENT.

High Quality Academics

Extensive Extracurricular Clubs and Activities

Unmatched Athletic, Fine Arts, and Music Opportunities

Exceptional Teachers and Staff

Updated and Modern Facilities
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Cedar Rapids Kernels

Iowa Hawkeyes

Pleasant Creek State Rec. Area

Cedar Rapids RoughRiders

Morgan Creek Park & Arboretum

Indian Creek Nature Center

Cedar Rapids Museum of ArtPalisades-Kepler State Park
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Since 1949, the Greater Cedar Rapids Community
Foundation has partnered with donors, funders,
and nonprofit organizations in pursuit of a vibrant
and inclusive Linn County where all people thrive.

Visit gcrcf.org to learn how we can partner
with you to make a difference.

Paramount Theatre

Cedar Rapids Opera

Theatre Cedar Rapids

Iowa Ceramic Center & Glass Studio

The History Center
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www.crprairie.org

MORE INFORMATION
(319)-848-5202

401 76th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, IA

Incoming Students entering Kindergarten
have until Sept 1st to Register

DON’T MISS YOUR
OPPORTUNITY TO OPEN

ENROLL AT PRAIRIE

Prairie Pride - The College Community School District, known as
Cedar Rapids Prairie, takes great pride in our schools! All PK-12
schools are located on one central campus made up of outstanding
staff, high performing learners, supportive parents and an engaged
school community.

Educational Commitment - Our district is committed to ensuring
that every learner has the opportunity to succeed. Our dedicated
staff prepares students for their future with an emphasis on
personalized learning and innovation. 

Career Academies - Our established Career Academies offer a
sequence of classes and opportunities designed to prepare learners
for diverse career opportunities. These career pathways include
Agriculture Science, Arts Communication, Business Leadership,
Health Public Services, and Skilled Trades Engineering, empowering
students to pursue their unique professional interests and future
aspirations.

Activities and Clubs - The College Community School District
enhances student experiences by offering a wide range of
opportunities, including top-tier athletics, acclaimed fine arts
programs, and engaging before and after-school clubs.

Updated Facilities - All Prairie Schools have been updated and
renovated including a new Agriculture building, an Early Childhood
Center and a new 5-6 intermediate school. The College Community
School District is excited to open a new Pool and Recreation Center
for the 2026 - 2027 school year in partnership with the Cedar Rapids
Metro YMCA.

Prairie Ready - The College Community School District is committed
to preparing learners for successful futures. Our robust
programming supports various postsecondary options including 2-
year and 4-year college programs, certifications, apprenticeships,
the military, and other career training programs. Our future
readiness programs prepare students for the academic AND
workplace skills necessary beyond high school.

OUR DISTRICT

Open enrollment for the 27-28 School
Closes March 1st 2027

www.crprairie.org

MORE INFORMATION
(319)-848-5202

401 76th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, IA401 76th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, IA

MORE INFORMATION

Incoming Students entering KindergartenIncoming Students entering Kindergarten
have until Sept 1st to Register

DON’T MISS YOURDON’T MISS YOURDON’T MISS YOUR
OPPORTUNITY TO OPENOPPORTUNITY TO OPENOPPORTUNITY TO OPENOPPORTUNITY TO OPENOPPORTUNITY TO OPENOPPORTUNITY TO OPEN

ENROLL AT PRAIRIEENROLL AT PRAIRIEENROLL AT PRAIRIE

Open enrollment for the 27-28 School
Closes March 1st 2027
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MIDDLE
AMERICA

BY
AIR

BY CAR

Cedar Rapids is centrally located for 
driving to major Midwest cities and all 
are easily accessible. Closer regional 
hubs include Iowa City, Dubuque and 
Waterloo/Cedar Falls.

MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL (MSP)

NASHVILLE (BNA)

CHICAGO (ORD)

ATLANTA (ATL)

CHARLOTTE (CLT)

ORLANDO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (MCO)
ORLANDO SANFORD (SFB)

PUNTA GORDA/FT. MYERS (PGD)

ST. PETERSBURG/TAMPA (PIE)
SARASOTA (SRQ)

DENVER (DEN) 

PHOENIX-MESA (AZA)

DALLAS-FT. WORTH (DFW)

LOS ANGELES 
(LAX)

LAS VEGAS (LAS)

PHOENIX SKY HARBOR (PHX)

WASHINGTON 
D.C. (DCA)

600-MILE RADIUS

300-MILE RADIUS

• MINNEAPOLIS

• NASHVILLE

CHICAGO •
DETROIT •

KANSAS CITY •

MILWAUKEE •

OMAHA •

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

• OKLAHOMA CITY

• INDIANAPOLIS
• COLUMBUS

• MEMPHIS

CLEVELAND •

TULSA •

WICHITA •

• ST. LOUIS

City Miles Time to Destination
Chicago, IL 250-275 mi. 4-5.5 hrs.
Kansas City, MO 270-290 mi. 4-5.5 hrs.
St. Louis, MO 284 mi. 4.5 hrs.
Minneapolis, MN 275 mi. 4.5-5 hrs.
Omaha, NE 260 mi. 4 hrs. So
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GARBAGE PICK-UPEMERGENCY ALERT ROAD CLOSURE

NEVER MISS ANOTHER...

SIGN UP FOR TEXT AND EMAIL ALERTS
FROM THE CITY OF CEDAR RAPIDS

CRNewsNow.com
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 Caring
is our
specialty

Patients across eastern Iowa chose Physicians’ Clinic of Iowa for one reason...Care. 

For all of us at PCI, this means more than simply providing exceptional, accessible medical care.  
It means also caring about the unique physical, emotional and financial concerns of all patients 
and their families. Every member of our team is focused on the one thing that sets us apart and 
truly impacts the quality of your patient experience... Care. At PCI, caring is our specialty.

PCOFIOWA.COM



reimagined
Life,

Visit transamerica.com

Cedar Rapids is built on connection, dedication, and pride. We share those 
values — and for more than a century, we’ve helped people protect what 
matters and plan with confidence.

Today, we remain committed to the individuals and families who make Cedar 
Rapids home, and to creating the financial freedom to pursue what’s possible.

5279833 06/26
©2026 Transamerica Corporation. All Rights Reserved.




